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On the Symbol of “=" Born from Designing of Slide Rule by
Prof. Kenji Tsuruta

Seiji FUJINOT!

Abstract: In this paper, we would like to make clear that a symbol of “*=" coined in Japan began to be widely used with the
meaning of “approximately equal to” in the education of junior (high) school before advanced education of universities. Moreover,
we found out that prof. Kenji Tsuruta was a founder of symbol of “=" and profs. H. Nagaoka and K. Honda contributed greatly
for propagation of a symbol of “=". Due to their excellent idea and eager activities, we can use currently this convenient symbol.
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